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ADMINISTRATION AND ECONIMY OF VEDIC PERIOD
· Land lord ship

---kingship was started to control the landlordship

· Kingship resulted onto state war

· Among the many small states, king Bimbhasar and hies son Ajatshatru defeated other states(Kashi, Koshala,Republic of Virji’s)
· Last 9th Nanda dynasty king, Mahananda (after ajatashatru) was defeated by the first India’s ackonwleged king Chndra Gupta maurya……….who started Early Mauryan Dynasty
EARLY MAURYAN DYNASTY (321BC – 185 BC)
· Emperor Chandra Gupta Maurya – Magadha  - Capital – Pataliputra

· Kautilya or Chankya -  Mentor and chieftain,who helped to settle country in all respect and he also wrote Arthashastra
THE MAURYAN CITY OF PATALIPUTRA
· Capital city area – 16x 3.5 sq.km along the river

· 200 yards ditch and timber reinforced palisade with bation arounf the city as fortification

· Foundation was of timber – use of max. teak wood
· According to Greek envoy, megasthene, there was development of landscape along with building architecture e.g. well laid garden, peacock park, pasture land with tree, water tank with large fishes, fountain  etc.

· City was planned in cluster of houses of different plans with barrel vaulted roof of thatch, tile

· House -  horse shoe shaped window and lattice balcony overlooking the street

· Higher status families had their house in sub urban and was vourtyard system

· Provion of proper drainage system with soak pit

· King’s palace was grander version of vedic hut with series of barrel vault roof, but material was stone.Also use of timber in varios construction
· Main attraction of people was the series of hpostyle halls with decoration of birds, foliages in gold, silver

BUDDHIST ARCHITECTURE
· Birth of Buddha – 563BC

· No erection of durable monuments during Indus and Vedic periods
· Matured monumental architecture was came in light only during Maurya dynasty

· Ashoka , king of Ahimsha, grandson of Chandra gupta Maurya(c269 – 232 BC) was contributor for that matured architecture
· Invasion of  Kalinga by Ashoka was the turning point of his life

· Made Buddhism as state religion to get peace from misery and suffering during war

· Contribution of Ashoka 

1. Messages and teachings of Buddha carved in Pali text in stone in strategic location (Stone edict)

2. Stupa

3. Ashokan stupa

After the death of Buddha,pilgrimage PLces grew up

· Initially around the object aasocited with Buddha, relic of him and his disciple.
· Pilgrimage sites were mostly along the trade route

· Pilgrimage sites became centre for monasticism

· Then monastic centrebecame universities e.g.the famous one is Nlanda university at bihar.
MAJOR MONUMENTAL DEVELOPMENT IN BUDDHIST STYLE

· Stupa

Initially irregular humble mound of rubble over relic and ancient treasures to mark sacred site
· Afterward transformed by Ashoka into a more durable form,hemispherical brick paved mass called TUMULLI

TUMULLI 
Plan, elevation,section and whole derived from circle



Embryo form of the most powerful architectural form of Buddhism



Examples:The great stupa at Sanchi

· Rock-cut caves

They were cut out of solid living rocks and were categorized in two parts

The Chaitya hall



Large hall for congregation and worship having a central holy image


The viharas (mosteries)


Dwellings for Buddhist monks nearly chaitya halls

· Stambha

Monolithic pillars in Buddhist sacred spot and along the pilgrimage route

STUPA (Thupa, tumuli)
· Sculpture rather than structure

· Hemispherical dome or mound built over sacred relic of Buddha himself and buddhist saint and teacher

There are 2 choice for Buddhist Architecture

1. Square (Denotes stability)

2. circle (Denotes endless round which matches the endless life means nirvana or dissolving into the formless) so circle was chosen.Also resembles wheel law and matching to Buddhist ritual of endless circumbulation.

TUMULLI
· Embryo form of Buddhist Architecture coverd with stone or brick

· Spherical dome symbolized theinfinite space of the sky, abode of god
· Dome -   worm/garbha/egg as it contain seed or relic of monk, Buddha
· Small square balcony in decorative form  - Harmika  (Heaven of 33 gods and also represent bodhi tree) at the top of dome enclosing pedestal

· Pedestal comprises of 3 tried umbrella (chhatravali)made of stone or timber supported shaft (chhatrayasti)
THE GREAT STUPA AT SANCHI

· Use of wooden or stone railing (Vedica) aroung the stupa leaving circumbulatory path , also called pradakshina path.
· Vedica consists of 3 no. of horizontal member (Suchi) and vertical post (Thaba) crowned with coping (Ushnisha)
· Height vedica – 3.35m

· Distance betweem thaba is 60 – 90 cm

· Addition of upper circumbulatory (Medhi) lead by double stairway (Sopana) at South direction.

· Vedica  is interrupted by gate way (Torana) at 4 cardinal direction

· Dome – 32.32 m dia, height – 12.8 m

· Square shaped element at the top of dome called Hermika  
· There is also Ashokan stambha beside South torana

Examples of other stupas
1. The Great Stupa at Bodhgaya

· Bodhgaya – Enlightment place of Buddha after 7 yrs meditation under Bodhi tree

· Structure – Shikhara rather than domical

· Many votive stupas and Bodhi tree under the complex
2. The Great Damekha stupa at sarnath

· Built of brick

· Commerativestuoa to mark incident of Buddha’s (Sarnath- the place where Buddha had deliverd his first preaching)

· Large upper portion built of brick  with ht. of 13 m and lower partion made up of stone with the ht of 34 m

· Stone base has 8 niches (for Buddha’s image) with use of arches 

3. The Great Stupa at Kushinagar
· Kusinagar -  nirvana place 

· Stupa  - made up of brick

STUMBHA

· Inspired by the timber totem poles of ancient settlements
· Carried carved inscription

· Sturdy, finely proportioned and properly balanced religious symbolic post

· Monolithic sandstone pillar normally weighing 5o tons and 12- 15 m high

· Crowned with capital of animal figures (lion, bull, elephant and horses)

· They were varnished and polished to get luster
· Usually set in regular interval on the way to pilgrimage site and in front of stupa 

· Generally do not have base ………seemed to be sprung from the ground like tree

· Later such type of pillars used in front of CHAITYA HALL and VIHARS of hinayana Budhhist sect

Example; the Ashokan pillar at Sarnath

Ashokan pillar at Sarnath
· India’s national emblem

· About 15 m high

· Capital is about 2 m high consisting of life sized lion sculpture facing at 4 cardinal directions,abacus, inverted bell shaped element and wheel of law

· Abacus consists of carved animal figures

· 4 animals symbolize as guardians of 4 quarter of universe

· Capital and shaft is joined with 60 cm long copper dowel
· The design and craftsmanship has Persian influence

· Wheel symbolizes first sermon delivered by Buddha at sarnath 
· 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 

History of Eastern Architecture/Nhasala Sayami/ 2007


