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THE GUPTA AND EARLY CHALUKAN PERIOD
· Sungas period(185-150AD)

· Next successor of Mauryan in the central and Southern India

· Architecture , more of religious character

· Renovation of stupa at Barhut, Bodhgaya and Sanchi

THE GUPTA AGE (350-650AD)

· After the reign of Ashoka , the great , there was an interruption of relative anarchy with collapse of 2 powerful dynasties Kushan in the North and Andhras in the Southin the year 236 AD
· During Kushan empire, stupas, chaityasand monasteries were built on the bank of Yamuna river around Peshawar, Mathura

· Theistic movement of Buddhism that is Mahayana.In Mahayana Buddha’s image has been worshipped as deity
· During Satkarnis (1st-2nd cent AD) worship of Buddha was declined
· After this period, a large part of country was taken under control by gupta dynasty, reached in zenith around 400 AD. This was the golden age in the North India

· Guptas were innate Brahmins and gave a fillip to art and in the field of architecture, literature,science etc, which gave rise to construct Nalanda University  (magadha), a renouwned place of learning

· Got break from the mere copying by timber consruction

· First time use of dressed stone masonry---A major step in the evolution of building construction which results into evolution of new type of architecture
EARLY HINDU SHRINE
· Belif in presence of god in natural forces

· Omnipersonfication of god (In abstract form), so felt of  necessity of abode for them

· Anthropomorphic conception of deity in the form of statue, as done by Mahayana Buddhist

EARLIEST BRAHMINICAL OR HINDU SHRINE

· Simple cell to house image and other rituals were still conducted in open air

EXAMPLES: The oldest Hindu shrine ,Temple at Udaygiri near ancient Sanchi
· Windowless,dark interior cubical enclosure called Garbha griha,also called as worm’s house

· Entranc ethrough small portioin stone, built in trabeated system

The Sanchi temple
· Similar to Udayagiri temple

· Windowlwss cubic space with an attached portico as inspired by Udayagiri temple
· Flat roof, pillared entrance ………..pillar are of Ashokan style

The modest structure at Tigawa, near modern Jabalpur
· Has all main characterics of early Hindu shrine that is an inner garbha griha, surrounded by an ambulatory path 

· Has outer portico with 4 nos. of column and above all a flat stone roof

· Notable carving in outer column

· Crudeness in construction that is over use of stone (in term of size), may be unfamilarity  with potential of new material stone

· Use of 4 massive pillars to support only 12 feet(3.6m) wide portico

· Change in design of portico design that is different from Ashokan pillar

·  No use of octagonal and square forming pillar

· Pillar consists of ornamentation of gods and goddesses

· Design of capital with new Gupta imagery of purna Kalash indicating the end of stereotyped inverted bell,consistently used almost 600 years since Ashoka’s time
· The early Gupta age reached it’s zenith with the construction of superb little shrine temple at Deogarh ain Jhansi
· Remarkable for ---- effort on augmentation the grandeur of shrine by raised structure above Garbha griha discarding rather flat roof

· Raised structure was inPyramidical shape  about 40 ft originally,secondly it was remarkable for portico which does not face in one direction, but in 4 directions

THE EARLY CHALUKAN PERIOD (540-757AD)


After Gupta kingdom (350-650AD), Kadamba kingdom came into light . During this period, important addition was , introduction of vimana style(Structure having square pyramid tapering tower over main sanctum)
· A terminology used for South Indian temples,denoting the pyramidical tower rising over a cubical base
· The lower is actually in the form of stepped pyramid

Every step having horizontal mouldings of varying thickness resembling the thatch overhang and barrel vaults

· The apex is in the form of a barrel vault or cupola
· Kadamba kingdom was defeated by raja Jayasimhav (early chalukan king). This chalukan king shiftrd their capital form Aihole to Badami

· Evolution of structural temple architecture from rock –cut cave to temple .Examples:Temple at Badami,

      Temple at Aihole

      Temple at Pattadkal

DEVELOPMENT IN THE SOUTH

· Vigorous development by Chalukan in the South

· The main effort was at Aihole in Bijapur district

· 70 Brahminical shrine and temple can be found in Aihole

· Similar to Gupta period, most of the temples at Aihole have flat roof

· Mai difference between Gupta nad cahlukan is presence of a pillared hall or mandapa in front of the temple
EXAMPLES:THE LADH KHAN TEMPLE AT AIHOLE

· Modification of timber village(Santhghar) to stone building for worship

· Stands on high platform

· Square hall of 15.2 m sides with an entry portico attached 

· The entry portico is called Ardhamandapa whch leads to square hall called as Mandapa
· The mandapa consisits of double layers of massive stone pillars enveloping a nandi

· At the centre of the rear part is the square addition attached to rear wall called Garbha griha
· The peripheral column s are reduced to mere pilaster
· Porch is provided with benches ,also serving as use of parapet

· Columns consist of cushioned capital with floral abacus

· Ceiling with naga sculpture

· Wall are made up of stone masonry with out mortar

· Lattice windows are at North and South

· Roof supported on wall and column

· Roof with gentle slope

· Later on this temple was adorned with additioin of cubic volume built over the central flat portion of main hall

THE DURGA TEMPLE , AIHOLE 

· Stands on a 3 m high plinth  with pillared verandah all around

· Plan is a modification of chaitya hall

· The colonnaded nave divides area into garbha griha and mandapa

· Space around garbha griha is treated as pradikshina path

·  The walls have niches with gods and godess

· columns are beautifully sculptured

· windows are in the form of stone grills
· later on , the eminently successful shikhara (the form already developed in the North) was constructed over apsidal end of flat roof

THE EVOLUTION OF VIMANA

Vimana:


· A terminology used for south Indian temple denoting the pyramidal tower rising over a cubical base 

· The form matches to the almost semi-circular shallow contours of a bamboo canopy built over a square base

· The tower is actually in the form of stepped pyramid and every step being horizontal moulding of varying thickness

· Here each step is rounded off  to match with ots origin from the gentle thatch  overhangs over bamboo hut

· The apex is in the form of barrel vault or cupola
· Such type of tower is the identity of South Hindu temple, mostly symbolysing the Shaivite group  

EVOLUTION OF A SHIKHARA
Shikhara 

· the convex profiled tower structure which gives the identity to the Northen Hindu temple style

· it is a puzzling mixture of geometrical and mythological symbolism

· the form must have been derived /inspired from

· the snow clad shikhars, mythological abode of god

· the traditional Indian timber rathas of chariot

Geometrical description
· The four side pyramid with parabolic or convex instead of straight sides

· The curvilinear sides rising from a square base and meeting together at a point  directly above the centre of the square

· This was to mount the cube of  the garbha Griha
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